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"World Class Learners: Educating Creative and 

Entrepreneurial Students" by Yong Zhao is a book that challenges 

traditional approaches to education and advocates for a more 

personalized, entrepreneurial approach that fosters creativity, 

innovation, and global competence in students.  

Here's a summary and key takeaways: 

 Global Competence and Entrepreneurship: Zhao argues 

that in today's interconnected world, students need more than just 

academic knowledge—they need to develop global competence and 

entrepreneurial skills to thrive in a rapidly changing economy. This 

includes skills such as critical thinking, creativity, communication, 

collaboration, and cultural competence. 

 Individualized Learning: The book advocates for 

individualized learning experiences that cater to students' 

interests, strengths, and passions. Zhao suggests that traditional 

one-size-fits-all approaches to education often stifle creativity and 

innovation and that schools should provide more opportunities for 

students to pursue their own interests and passions. 

 Cultural Diversity and Global Perspectives: Zhao 

emphasizes the importance of exposing students to diverse cultures 

and perspectives to develop their global competence. He argues 

that schools should embrace cultural diversity and provide 

opportunities for students to interact with people from different 

backgrounds and cultures. 
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 Embracing Failure and Risk-Taking: Zhao encourages 

schools to create a culture that values risk-taking and failure as 

essential components of the learning process. He believes that 

students learn best when they are encouraged to take risks, try 

new things, and learn from their mistakes. 

 Partnerships with Industry and Community: The book 

advocates for stronger partnerships between schools, industry, and 

the community to provide students with real-world learning 

experiences and opportunities to apply their skills in authentic 

contexts. Zhao believes that these partnerships can help bridge the 

gap between education and the workforce and better prepare 

students for success in the 21st-century economy. 

Overall, "World Class Learners" challenges educators, 

policymakers, and parents to rethink traditional approaches to 

education and embrace a more personalized, entrepreneurial 

model that empowers students to become creative, innovative, 

and globally competent learners. 


